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put to death all his English prisoners, Including Ellis, his Inveterate enemy.
His Indian chieftains refused to undertake this criminal commission, but the
notorious European adventurer Walter Reinhardt (alias Samru) personally
supervised the butchery. But Patna was captured on 6 November and
Mir Qasim was hunted out of his dominions. On 5 December he crossed
the Karamnasa and sought refuge in Oudh.

Shujaiid-Daulah

Shujaud-Daulah, the Nawab Vazir of Oudh, was an ambitious ruler.   At

this time neutrality had no place in his policy, and he took the keenest
interest in the struggles that were going on around him. The Mughal
Emperor Shah Alain, after an unsuccessful bid to recover his throne, had
sought the Nawab Vazir's support, and the latter decided to utilize him as a
tool for the prosecution of his own designs. Shah Alam, wrote the Calcutta
Council, "will never be in possession of his capital nor of any real authority.
All remittances said to be made to the King are in truth so much money
thrown into the hands of Shuja Dowrla to be employed perhaps against
the very person that gave it/'8

Now Mir Qasim had come to Allahabad with the remnarit of his defeated
army. Shaujaud-Daulah had no hope of getting Bihar from the English. He
therefore pledged his support and assistance to Mir Qasim, and the terms of
alliance were speedily settled. Thereupon both the English and the new allies
prepared for war.

It seemed, however, that the Company's army was in no mood for battle.
Since Plassey military service in Bengal had been an extremely profitable pro-
position, and a spirit of insubordination and licentiousness was rampant.
Indeed early in 1764 a dangerous mutiny appeared to be brewing.9 A further
disadvantage was the apparent want of energy and enterprise manifested bv
the new commander, Major Carnac. Rather than carry the war into Shujaud-
Daulah's territory, he decided to await an attack. This policy, though later
commended by the Directors,10 was acceptable neither to the army nor to the
Council at Calcutta11 and against his will Carnac was goaded to advance.
On 3 May a desultory battle with no consequence was fought at Panch-Pahari
near Patna.12 The army was anxious to pursue Shujaud-Daulah and turn
this repulse Into a complete rout but was restrained. The Nawab Vazir
salvaged all his equipment and retreated to Buxar. Thus ended a barren
campaign, which though marked by no positive disaster, reflects little credit-
on its commanding officer.

Several overtures were now made to secure an accommodation, though
not directly by Shujaud-Daulah himself. The Emperor expressed his willing-
ness to mediate. But the English refused to negotiate until Mir Qasim and
Samru were surrendered to them. But Shujaud-Daulah refused to hand
them over and insisted on the cession of Bihar before he would listen to any
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